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but those standing on the higher levels take charge
of special departments, and correspond in the cosmic
scheme to the ministers of the crown in a well-
ordered earthly state.

Before going into details of the probationary
period it is well to mention that in most of the
Eastern sacred books this stage is regarded as merely
preliminary, and scarcely as part of the Path at all,
for they consider that the latter is really entered
only when definite pledges have been given. Con-
siderable confusion has been created by the fact that
the numbering of the stages occasionally commences
at this point, though more often at the beginning of
the second great division; sometimes the stages
themselves are counted, and sometimes the initia-
tions leading into or out of them, so that in studying
the books one has to be perpetually on one's guard
to avoid misunderstanding.

This probationary period, however, differs con-
siderably in character from the others; the divisions
between its stages are less decidedly marked than
are those of the higher groups, and the require-
ments are not so definite or so exacting. But it will
be easier to explain this last point after giving a list
of the five stages of this period, with their respect-
ive qualifications. The first four were very ably
described by Mr. Mohini Mohun Chatterji in the
first Transaction of the London Lodge, to which'